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Bo swell's mind somewhat dark.      [A.D. 1775.
fit to be trusted with feudal estates.    When she mends and loves me, there may be more hope of her daughters.
' I will not send compliments to my friends by name, because I would be loath to leave any out in the enumeration. Tell them, as you see them, how well I speak of Scotch politeness, and Scotch hospitality, and Scotch beauty, and of every thing Scotch,but Scotch oat-cakes, and Scotch prejudices.
'Let me know the answer of Rasay1, and the decision relating to Sir Allan3.
' I am, my dearest Sir, with great affection,
' Your most obliged, and ' Most humble servant,
.-                ,                                                'SAM. JOHNSON.'
1 May 27,1775.                                                           J
After my return to Scotland, I wrote three letters to him, from which I extract the following passages:—
' I have seen Lord Hailes since I came down. He thinks it wonderful that you are pleased to take so much pains in revising his Annals. I told him that you said you were well rewarded by the entertainment which you had in reading them.'
' There has been a numerous flight of Hebrideans in Edinburgh this summer, whom I have been happy to entertain at my house. Mr. Donald Macqueen3 and Lord Monboddo supped with me one evening. They joined in controverting your proposition, that the Gaelick of the Highlands and Isles of Scotland was not written till of late.'
' My mind has been somewhat dark this summer4.    I have need
1 See in Boswell's Hebrides, Johnson's letter of May 6,1775.
*  A law-suit carried on by Sir Allan Maclean, Chief of his Clan, to recover certain parts of his family estates from the Duke of Argyle. BOSWELL.
8 A very learned minister in the Isle of Sky, whom both Dr. Johnson and I have mentioned with regard. BOSWELL. Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 3,1773, and Johnson's Works, ix. 54. Johnson in another passage (ib. p. 115) speaks of him as ' a very learned minister. He wished me to be deceived [as regards Ossian] for the honour of his country; but would not directly and formally deceive me.' Johnson told him this to his face. Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 22. His credulity is shewn by the belief he held, that the name of a place called Ainnit in Sky was the same as the Anaitidis dehtbrum in Lydia. Ib. Sept. 17.
*  This darkness is seen in his letters.    He wrote 'June 3,1775.   It
ofrunkard.   I never saw so nauseous a fellow.'   But Baretti was a harsh judge.
